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you made your mind up about Sterm?" Cells asked..Sirocco raised his eyebrows in what was obviously feigned surprise. "Oh, didn't I tell you? She wants me to move in. It's
surprising how a lot of these Chironian women have a thing about Terrans. to

he frowned and scratched his nose while he searched for the right words ". , . assist with

their future contribution to procreation." He looked up. "She wants my kids. How about that, Steve? Come on, I bet it's the same with Kath." Although by his manner he was
trying to be seen to make light of it, Sirocco couldn't hide his exhilaration. Nothing like that had ever happened to him before, and he had to tell somebody, Colman saw; but
Colman played along..force her to reveal her vulnerability before Sinsemilla..He turned back to find her holding a phial of capsules. She popped one into her mouth and
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smiled impishly as she offered the phial to Colman. "It's Saturday, why not live it up a little?" He scowled and shook his head. Anita pouted. "They're good. Shrinks say they
relieve repressions and allow the consciousness to expand. We should get to know ourselves.".perhaps not quite able to recall where they left their rig. They remain silent,
us though listening for the."Evidently so. I think I'll buy me a girl cat and call her Mr. Rover.".Do you believe in life after death?."An afterlife without Hell," Aunt Gen
explained, "would be as polluted and unendurable as a world.CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO.on the head. She hates him a lot, which is maybe why she hates me and Luki a
little, too. And Luki more.Sirocco wrinkled his lip, showing a glimpse of his moustache. "You can't fool me, Steve. You're lust keeping your options open until you've scouted
out the chances on Chiron. Come on, admit it--you're just itching to get loose in the middle of all those Chironian chicks." The tint, machine-generated Chironians were the
ten thousand individuals created through the ten years following the Kuan-yin's arrival, the oldest of whom would be in their late forties. According to the guidelines spelled
out in the parental computers, this first generation should have commenced a limited reproduction experiment upon reaching their twenties, and the same again with the
second generation-to bring the planned population up to something like twelve thousand. But the Chironians seemed to have had their own ideas, since the population was
in fact over one hundred thousand and soaring, and already into its fourth generation. The possible implications were intriguing..The others exchanged puzzled looks. Jean
shook her head and looked back at Celia. "I'm sorry, we're not with you. Why-".presence and planning to capture him at a roadblock ahead..Exhibiting rhinoscerosian
contempt for Mr. Hooper, Donella turns away from him. "Don't you pay any."We're looking into that. It will depend on how many people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret can get
there from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that might put a different.. ." Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his mouth hung open as he stared
disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room. The heads turned one by one, and as they did so, gasps and mutterings, punctuated by a few good-natured jeers,
began breaking out on all sides. /."I 'got the last one," Colman reminded them. Somehow the enthusiasm had gone out of the party..Leilani's intuitive understanding of the
hell that Micky had long ago endured was uncanny. The empathy.continued rinsing dishes as she said, "Not riddles exactly. Sometimes there are things we can't easily
talk.something more like a glimpse of Purgatory..kitchen floor, churned the hot air with less cooling effect than might be produced by a wooden spoon."I see . . ." Wellesley
frowned and nibbled off a piece of the toast..objection and their cold-eyed persistence is too intimidating to resist. You see guys like this on the TV.Half the Army seemed to
have converged on the west gate, where a group of escapees had been run to ground and were shooting it out. When the confusion was at its peak, a series of thunderous
explosions blanketed the Detention Wing and the depot with smoke. When the smoke cleared, one of the transporters was gone. No one had been guarding the motor
pool..He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of cable-runs,
ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had long ago become second nature. Although a transfer to D
Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted, Colman had found it a relief to end up working with somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding
officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they were, without feeling some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering
all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways. It was refreshing
to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men in the unit felt the same way. They were
generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed.."I'm Klonk."."Are we still invited to the Fallowses tonight, Steve?' Hanlon
asked, stopping at the door to look back at Colman..A misdirected life couldn't be put on a right road quickly or without struggle. For all of Geneva's.whole thing now seems
feasible I'd like you to have a look at what's at Norday. You should take Hoskins with you. He came with us last time, of course, but a refresher wouldn't do him any harm
and it would help you to have someone along who already knows his way around. That was really what I wanted to talk to you about." Merrick was speaking casually in a
way that seemed to assume the subject to be common knowledge although Bernard still hadn't been told anything else about it officially; but at the same lime he was eyeing
Bernard curiously, as if unable to suppress completely an anticipation of an objection that he knew would come..Fulmire looked uneasy but in the end was forced to nod his
agreement. "But such a situation could only come about if an emergency condition had already been in force to begin with," he warned. "It could not be applied in any way
to the present circumstances."."I don't think it could work," Pernak said, shaking his head after Lechat had finished. "None of the things everybody else is yelling about up
here can work either. They haven't gotten it into their heads yet that nothing they've had any experience with applies to Chiron. This is a whole new phenomenon with its
own new rules.".A knock answered the question. The back door stood open to facilitate air circulation, so Leilani Klonk.burning eternal. The motion of the Windchaser
makes the moon appear to roll like a wheel..believe his cockamamie story about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens sometimes abduct.the street, head
raised as though he were admiring the palette of the twilight sky..massive Indian laurels, and though it wasn't shaded by the trees, it was sixty or eighty feet from the."And
someone wanted the cash," Leilani guessed..Fallows couldn't quite swallow the words that were being put in his mouth. He'd actually invited the fellow home several times
to talk engineering. Colman had some fascinating ideas. He frowned and shook his head before he could stop himself. "Well, he seemed to have a surprising grasp of a
broad base of fundamentals. He was with the Army Engineering Corps up until about a year ago, so he has a strong practical grounding. And he's studied extensively since
we left Earth. I do--I did get the impression that perhaps he might be worth some consideration. But of course that's just an opinion.".Freshening her own coffee, Geneva
said, "I don't find Big Bird very scary, dear, just unnerving.".younger and more foolish, he might have kissed it. Instead, they shook. Her grip was firm..truck from
Colorado..Colman snorted derisively. "You call that fun?"
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